
A - Z Events Maps Library ULink Moodie 

Future Students Current Students 

About Us Admissions Academics Campus Life 

Home / New s & Event s / New s 

School of Geosciences teams up with 
Lafayette Science Museum 
Tue, 09/ 03/ 2013 - 6 :07pm 
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Part of the University of Louisiana at Lafayette's School of 

Geosciences wil l be moving into new digs - literally. 

The Univer sity is co llaborating w ith t he Lafayette Science Museum 

to create an exh ibit w ith a t hree-fold mission. It will: 

house the University' s col lect ion of fossi ls, rocks and m inerals; 

establish an on- site laboratory to process specimens; and 

offer new learning opportunit ies for the public. 

At i ts regu lar meeting today, the Lafayette City- Parish Council 

unanimously app roved an interg overnmental agreement to move 

forward with the ex hibit , which is planned for summer 2014. 

Dr. David Borrok, d irecto r of t he School of Geosciences, said che 

exhibit will extend the University' s footp rint into downtown 

Lafayette. The Science Museum plans to d isp lay i tems on a 

rotating basis for 10 year s. 

"'By moving UL Lafayette's Geology Museum, we will increase our 

access to the public and provide a stronger link 10 1he 
community,° Borrok said . 

In ad dit ion to static d isplays of se lect specimens, the exhib it wil l 

g ive t he public the opportun ity to get a behind- the- scenes look 

at laboratory work. Video cameras w ill capture University facul ty 
members and stud ents as they prepare specimens for ex hi bit ion. 

Visitors will be ab le to view monitors to see how items a re 

prepared for d isplay. 

The Univer sity's col lection is composed of thousand s of 

specimens UL Lafayette has acquired over about 50 years. In May, 
two University fac ulty members, Dr. Jim Martin, a paleonto logist, 

and Cathy Bishop, a g eology instructor, led a f ield paleontology 

course for seven students at Oregon 's Foss il Lake, a well - known 

Ice Age collect ion site. T he team fou nd more t han 5,000 fossil s, 

including those of birds, f ish, ho rses and camels. 

Some of these specimens will be feat ured in the exhibi t. 

"This col lection represents a maj o r cont ribut ion to the Universi ty' s 

educational and research collect ions," said Borrok. 

When UL Lafayette estab lished it s School of Geosciences in 2011 , 

it combined the Department of Geology and the University' s 

environmental sc iences prog ram. The School prepares students 

for careers in the petroleu m and oi l explo rat ion industries, 

environmental f i rms, government agencies, construction, minin g, 
environmental protect ion, waste management, and coastal 

prot ection and restorat ion. 
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Kevin Krantz, the museum's director, said the faci l ity "significantly 
refined i ts programming" t hree years ago, when its name changed 

from t he Lafayene Narnral History Museum to the Lafayene 

Science Museu m. 

"The Science Museum's mission is to bui ld t he fut ure through 

science, t echnology, engineer ing and math. We are a r egional 
science museum serving fam il ies, schools and other visitor s. So, 

th is partnership is a perfect f it ." 
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